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for alto saxophone and bass clarinet

Charles Nichols



Written for Johan Eriksson and Christopher Kirkpatrick
for the National American Saxophone Alliance Conference

Alto Saxophone
Bass Clarinet

$& Vada, Swedish for “So What”, is based on the two chord progression used by Miles Davis, for his Jazz
standard of the same name. A pulsing syncopated rhythmic motive, that moves between the pitches of the
chords, is passed between the alto saxophone and bass clarinet, accompanying a sweeping melody, that is
first introduced in fragments. Later, the pulsing chords are stretched into sustained counterpoint,
interrupting the flow of the melody. After several sputters, the piece regroups, ending with the same
buoyant energy as at the beginning.

Composer, violinist, and computer music researcher, Charles Nichols explores the expressive potential of
instrumental ensembles, computer music systems, and combinations of the two, for the concert stage, and
collaborations with dance and video. His research includes motion capture for musical performance,
telematic performance, data sonification, and haptic musical instrument design. He teaches Composition
and Computer Music at Virginia Tech, and is a faculty affiliate of the Institute for Creativity Arts and
Technology. He has earned degrees from Eastman, Yale, and Stanford, and previously taught at the
University of Montana, where he directed the Mountain Electroacoustic Laptop Ensemble and Composers
Workshop Pierrot Ensemble. He has conducted haptic musical instrument research as a visiting scholar at
the Sonic Arts Research Centre at Queen's University Belfast, taught computer music workshops at the Banff
Centre, Charlotte New Music Festival, and the University of Rome, and composed as a resident at the
Ucross and Brush Creek artist retreats. His recent premieres include I/ Prete Rosso, for amplified violin,
motion sensor, and computer, that controls audio effects with a wireless motion sensor on the bow hand of
the violinist, Sound of Rivers: Stone Drum, a multimedia collaboration, with sonified data, electric violin,
and computer music, accompanying narrated poetry, dance, animation, and processed video, based on
scientific research into the sound of rivers, and Nicolo, Jimi, and John, a three movement concerto, for
amplified viola, orchestra, and computer, inspired by the virtuosity of Paganini, Hendrix, and Coltrane.
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