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The five movements of Gestures for solo violin were originally composed to accompany a solo 
dancer, and each movement features a different technical challenge for the violinist.  The first 
explores the juxtaposition of a relentless driving ostinato with a soaring suspended melodic line.  
The second plays with the duality between sinuous melodic material and punctuating crystalline 
left- and right-hand pizzicato.  The third takes an historic view of implied polyphony, assimilating 
the solo violin music of Bach.  The pitch material for this movement is woven from the melodies 
of the D minor Partita, and the rhythmic material and structure mirror the dance forms.  The 
fourth movement is a Neo-Romantic piece, with sweeping melodic lines, and the fifth is a two-
part chorale. 
 
Composer, violinist, and computer music researcher Charles Nichols explores the expressive 
potential of instrumental ensembles, computer music systems, and combinations of the two, for 
the concert stage, and collaborations with dance and video.  His research includes motion 
capture for musical performance, telematic performance, data sonification, and haptic musical 
instrument design.  He teaches Composition and Computer Music at Virginia Tech, and is a 
faculty affiliate of the Institute for Creativity Arts and Technology.  He has earned degrees from 
Eastman, Yale, and Stanford, and previously taught at the University of Montana, where he 
directed the Mountain Electroacoustic Laptop Ensemble and Composers Workshop Pierrot 
Ensemble.  He has conducted haptic musical instrument research as a visiting scholar at the 
Sonic Arts Research Centre at Queen's University Belfast, taught computer music workshops at 
the Banff Centre, Charlotte New Music Festival, and the University of Rome, and composed as a 
resident at the Ucross and Brush Creek artist retreats.  His recent premieres include Il Prete Rosso, 
for amplified violin, motion sensor, and computer, that controls audio effects with a wireless 
motion sensor on the bow hand of the violinist, Sound of Rivers: Stone Drum, a multimedia 
collaboration, with sonified data, electric violin, and computer music, accompanying narrated 
poetry, dance, animation, and processed video, based on scientific research into the sound of 
rivers, and Nicolo, Jimi, and John, a three movement concerto, for amplified viola, orchestra, and 
computer, inspired by the virtuosity of Paganini, Hendrix, and Coltrane. 




























