Flutter, Pulse, and Flight

for amplified flute, clarinet, violin, cello, and computer

Charles Nichols



Flutter, Pulse, and Flight, for flute, clarinet, violin, cello, and computer, is a meditation on love, illness,
death, and memory. In the first movement, plaintive melodies are accompanied by fluttering trills in the
accompanying instruments. For the second movement, delicate percussive pulses accompany wispy
melodies shared between the instruments and computer. Textures in the third movement alternate between
frisky interlocking grooves, accompanying stately melodies, and still suspended lines, punctuated with
impetuous flourishes. For these three movements, the amplified flute, clarinet, violin, and cello are
processed with modulation and delay effects, real-time spectral analysis and resynthesis, and live sampling
and playback. Flutter, Pulse, and Flight was commissioned by Earplay, who premiered the piece in the
Meyer Constellation sound system of the Taube Atrium Theater in San Francisco.
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