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o By Alex Medford
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ganizations are €ncouraging research
and providing a forum for debate in the
areas of music equipment/computer if.
terfacing. (Let’s call this Musicat Cyber-
netics, OK?). Headquartered in Tokyo,
the JMSC is made-up predominantly of
Japanese manufacturers of MID} equip--
ment. (At present they are 28 member/
manufacturers strong!) The JMSC’s
focus is primarily to police the use of the
Specification in Japan which we under-
'stand they are handling extremely well
{(no mean feat). The JMSC, although a
totally separate entity, has recently
reached an agreement to work in coop-

tomers a “create Your own drum chip”
service. Upon request, 4 customer can
have Oberheim take drum sounds, re-
corded by the customer, ang have them
digitized (digitdliy sampled) and then
“bumed” onto computer ROM chips.
These chips can then replace the drum
sounds already on the DMX. This
service (because of design differences)
will probably not be offered: for Ober-
heim’s popular Dx Digital Drummer. -
Better watch out Linn, this was one of
your big selling points! -

The Personal Grand Piano? Are those
saavy boys at Emy busily sampling
away, creating a digital grand piano? So
‘the story goes. [t seems like'the market-
ing “'window” is opening in this niche -
~ everywhere [ go, people seem o
want it. This could be shaping up to be 5
race between the wizards of Santa Cruz
4nd those well financed East Coast -
“techies” at Kurzweil to see who can hit
the right chord first. Can Casio be far

pehind? :

‘ Something BIG may be brewing in
Stanford’s musical think tank — headed
by Dr. Joh Chowning, the man who

1; Larger Company — g, -

Mattel Toy Corp. is looking to com-

pletely dump their music products divi-
sion. (Remember Matte|? They brought
you the Synsonics drums, Intellivision,
and of course, Ken and Barbie) Poor
‘marketing and a slump in ‘their con-
sumer electronics sales are said to be the
Causes for the white flag. Several en-
treprenuers and at least one large con-
glomerate are looking at picking up the
" Project. Stick to the toys, boys.
. Do guitars really matter any more?
Well I, for one, hope so. Next time I v
have. a report on.a new development
from Colorado that just may be that-
guitar syunthesizer interfacse everyone’s
been waiting for. ' _ . ' L

‘Yamaha has announced that, due tg 5.
large and unexpected demand for the
DX7 and Dxo, Yamaha apan is step-
ping up shipment of these' new prod-
.ucts to the U.S. market. But Yamaha is
also aware that foreign units are appear-
ing here, to which they say, buvers be-
ware. And here’s why:'1) The U.S. and
foreign units are not thé same voltage.
Voltage converters May not property

goals is to facilitate the communication
between those who make the equipment
-and those who make the music and hope-
fully, even beyond that. (The. reader
should understand that I have a fairly
biased viewpoint on this subject as [ am
heavily involved in many of the IMA’s
current projects — needless to say, [
think this an important Organization.)
"The IMA offers three ters of member-
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wd last, but not least (3) the organization are: to offer assistance LucasFilm money (that’s George | other pieces of equipment. 3). Yamaha
mation providing us" and accurate information on aj] aspects dor’t even wanna think about Star warranties do not cover foreign Yamaha v
‘uly use and promote of MIDI to its members; to set up a Wars” Lucas) that is in development. products. 4) Yamaha will not be stock-
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research/information database culled
from data taken from the membership
-and outside technjcal sources (soon in- .
cluding a library of stored sound patches
for the various synthesizers); to sponsor
seminars on MIDI's uges and applica-

" The reports, so far are extremely vague

Ing power supply ‘conversion parts. 5)
but they insist Yoo a major break.

" The U.S. DX7 and DX 9 come with ex-
through!”” We're digging for more infg, tensive support packages, including

That lawsuit that we mentioned sev- ROM and RAM cartridges and an Eng-
eral issues back concerning those .two lish owner’s manual. Identification of
Northern Californja. M1 manufacturers - | the {J.§. Yamaha DX 'js simple,




