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“were Willing to take on. Several oth- ’
'er Afnerican companies also de-
lined to participate.

: 'Phe acoustical microscope,
- whick relies on sound waves rather
‘than fight to operate, i was

that things are getting better now,
and many US. companies are be-

coming aware that technology will
pass them by unless they invest in
new ideas.” N

‘Washington University issued a
limited ﬁcense permitting the

icenged to American Optical Co.,
ut rpmained undeveloped in the
nited States and ultimately went
to German and Japanese interests.

Eexmers said Stanford earns

- abou($4 million a year by licensing’

- paterfis under its control — with

about one-third of its income com-

ing from foreign companies willing

to undertake projects that Ameri-
cans :ejecterL

Sanfnrd is not alone in licens-
ing it§ patents to foreign firms. Last
year,:Washington University in St.
Doulsissued a license to a Japanese

_firm to manufacture a local area_
. netwdrk — a system to link compub
ers ocer phone lines.

‘We tried every U.S. manufac-
turerﬁrst,“ said Duke Leahey, the
schogl’s director of industrial con-
tractf and licensing.

‘“We have a situation where
U.S. pniversities are the best in the
‘world in both basic and applied re-
seareh and where European and
Japauese companies are hungry for
new lechnology and are willing to
take 2 flyer,” Leahey said.

'EFortunately there are signs J
H

-ly for sale outside the United smu
The school hopes it will find an
American company willing to pro-
duce it here after the Japmese
show it can be done. T

The Untversity ot Wiseonsin
Alumni Foundation, which is
ranked third in patent licensing
revenue after Stanford-and the Uni-
Iversity of California, has lnd slmi-
hr experiences.

“We don’t publicize our fig-
ures, but probably half our revenue
comes from abroad,” said -Marvin
Woerbel, the foundation’s director
of licensing. Many of the founda-
tion’s products are pharmaceuticals,
not yet licensed for sale in the Unit-
ed States.

|

If and when the US. licenses;

are granted, he said, ‘the foreign

Why U.S. Inventions Profit Foreigners

compariies will be free to sell their The University of California

products in this country.

At the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, which received
about $2 million in patent licensing
income last year — enough to put it
in fourth place — approximately 15

percent to 20 percent came !mm :

abroad.

Arthur Smith Jr., dlrec'.or of |
the program, said Ml’l‘ has insmnt
ed what he calls “an

collected $2.6 million in patent pay-
ments during the 198384 fiscal year,
almost all from domestic sources,
said Roger G. Ditzel, director of the

‘patent program for all UC cam-
puses.

Spencer Blaylock of Iowa State

University, serving a term as presi-
dent of the Society of University
Patent  Administrators, said he
- thinks the Stanford synthesizer and

keting progr ” in Europe.

But t.here are excepﬁons to the
trend.

mar-
f e

are atypi-

He said he believes that about
25 percent of patent income re-

ceived by American universities

comes from abroad. But he added
he “would be surprised if more than
1 percent” of the patent revenue is

derived from products invented on.

American campuses, produced
abroad and then sold in the United
States.

Reimers said at Stanford that

he sees signs that there may be
greater willingness by American

companies to license invenitions
that now go to foreigners by de-
fault. But he said some US. firms
remain harder to deal with than
foreign companies.

.“We do sign most of our li-
censes with American companies,”
Reimers said. “But the guy who has
to mobilize things may not have got-
ten all his ducks in a row, and the

. project may die.”

"By Mlchul Hurm

invented at Stanford Univer-

ey-maker for Japan. ¥

The Yamaha DX7 lynthesiz-
er has proven so successful in its
first 18 months on the market
that demand for the instrument
“has ou!.smpped production.

Draper s, a Palo Alto music
store near the Stanford campus,
has already sold “well over 100”
for $1995 apiece. More than 25,

000 have been sold around the
country and 25000 more world
wide. "

’l'he result is that an mven'
tion-that could have produced
export income for the United
States has instead increased the
nation’s record trade deficit.

tion, ‘an acoustical microscope,
will come to the United States
this year under German and Jap-
anese sponsorship. The device al-
ready has won co-inventor Pro-
fessor Calvin F. Quate a $55,000

A new musical computer -

sity is a wonderful mon- *

A second Stanford inven- -

By Vincent MaxliorF B
Niels Reimers, Stanford’s technology licensing director

they found: that Am
_ingness.to take ris]

shiarply in the lm
“schools turned to

the
 said Reimers. "l‘hey liked it
finally decided it was ‘more of &7
‘technical challenge then e




